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Sir Walter's family were, of course, relieved from
considerable anxiety, when the newspapers ceased to give
paragraphs about General Grourgaud; and the blowing
over of this alarm was particularly acceptable to his eld-
est daughter, who had to turn southwards about the be-
ginning of October. He himself certainly cared little or
nothing about that (or any similar) affair; and if it had
any effect at all upon his spirits, they were pleasurably
excited and stimulated. He possessed a pair of pistols
taken from Napoleon's carriage at Waterloo, and pre-
sented to him, I believe, by the late Honorable Colonel
James Stanhope, and he said he designed to make use of
them, in case the controversy should end in a rencounter,
and his friend Clerk should think as well as he did of
their fabric. But this was probably a jest. I may ob-
serve that I once saw Sir Walter shoot at a mark with
pistols, and he acquitted himself well; so much so as to
excite great admiration in some young officers whom he
had: found practising in his barn on a rainy day. With
the rifle, he is said by those who knew him in early life
to have been a very good shot indeed.

Before Gourgaud fell quite asleep, Sir Walter made
an excursion to Edinburgh to meet his friends, Mrs.
Maclean Clephane and Lady Northampton, with whom
he had some business to transact; and they, feeling, as
all his intimate friends at this time did, that the kindliest
thing they could do by him was to keep him as long as
possible away from his desk, contrived to seduce him into
escorting them as far as Greenock on their way to the
Hebrides. He visited on his return his esteemed kins-
man, Mr. Campbell of Blythswood,1 in whose park he
saw, with much interest, the Argyle Stone, marking the
spot where the celebrated Earl was taken prisoner in
1685. He notes in his Diary, that "the Highland

1 Archibald Campbell, Esq., Lord-Lieutenant of Renfrewshire, and often
M. P. for Glasgow. This excellent man, whose memory will long be hon-
ored in the district which his munificent benevolence adorned, died in Lon-
don, September, 1838, aged 75.e
